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Character map

Joan

Nick’s mother

Helps Nick to better understand
his father’s death.

Jim
Nick’s father
Died the previous year.

Phil Nick Meryl
Newspaper editor; Photojournalist Artist

Nick and Andy’s boss Discovers he has Meets Nick at the
Has trouble cancer just before scene of the train

accident and starts a
relationship with him.

meeting Meryl at the
accident scene; works
with Andy at The
Southern Mail.

expressing sympathy
for Nick; puts Nick’s

photo of Julia on the
front page.

Julia
Andy Her partner, Rob, is
Journalist killed by a train. Nick Linda
Works with Nick; photographs her and Meryl’s friend
believes Rob’s death the photo is seen by Makes casual
was suicide; finds out many people. Her comments about
Anna is pregnant. grieving is the focus serious topics.

of the film.

Train driver Train driver’s son
Anna Feels guilty about A teenager who
Nurse Rob’s death; visits sometimes has
Has just found out she Julia to convey his trouble relating to

is pregnant to Andy
at the beginning of
the film.

his father.

condolences.
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Lock Bath Ways

Introduction

Look Both Ways explores a small group of people’s responses to fundamental human issues
such as death, tragedy, unplanned pregnancy, and relationships — both romantic and familial.
To convey these abstract concepts, the film uses a variety of innovative film techniques which
are worthy of examination and analysis.

Director Sarah Watt's debut feature film, Look Both Ways was both a critical and a popular
success. The film was extremely successful on its 2005 release, winning several Australian Film
Institute Awards including Best Film, Best Director, Best Screenplay and Best Supporting Actor
(Tony Hayes, who plays the character of Andy Walker). Watt has since directed another critically
acclaimed film, My Year Without Sex (2009).

Brief synopsis

The plot of Look Both Ways is based around the lives of several characters, all of whom
are faced with unwanted news during the period of the film’s narrative. The film begins by
introducing its main characters. Meryl, an artist, is still reeling from her father’s unexpected
death; Nick, a photojournalist, has just been told that he has testicular cancer; Andy, a
journalist, is told by his on-again/off-again girlfriend Anna, a paediatric nurse, that she

is pregnant.

These characters are brought together through another unforeseen tragedy: the accident in
which Rob, a young man, is hit and killed by a slow-moving train. Meryl, while on her way
home from her father’s funeral, witnesses the accident that kills Rob. Soon after, both Nick
and Andy visit the scene to take photographs and interview those involved. This pivotal piece
of action propels the narrative by bringing together Nick and Meryl, who develop one of the
film’s central relationships. It also introduces several minor but no less important characters:
the unnamed train driver, who was driving at the time of Rob’s death; and Julia, the widowed
partner of Rob.

The narrative of Look Both Ways takes place over a brief period of time, beginning on a Friday
afternoon and concluding two days later on the Sunday evening. The film also includes brief
flash-forwards detailing key characters’ futures, which are portrayed via rapidly edited montages
of photographic stills in the film’s final sequence. The film explores the ways in which characters
slowly come to terms with the unexpected shocks that they suffer over the course of the
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