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Paul Crabbe
Narrator/protagonist; 
talented pianist;  
hopes to become 
a concert pianist; 
becomes an academic.

Megan Murray
Paul’s classmate; 
Scotty’s girlfriend; 
seduces Paul on  
one occassion.

Rick Whitely
Middle-aged DJ; 
befriends members  
of Rough Stuff.

Rosie Zollo
Paul’s girlfriend 
from 1968; wife 
from mid 1970s; 
studies medicine 
in Melbourne and 
becomes a doctor.

Eduard Keller
The ‘maestro’; former 
concert pianist in 
1930s Vienna; piano 
teacher in Darwin.

Mathilde & Eric
Keller’s Jewish wife 
and son; Holocaust 
victims.

Joseph Henisch
Viennese cellist and 
former colleague of 
Keller’s; Holocaust 
survivor.

Bennie Reid
Awkward boy at 
Paul’s school; briefly 
befriends Paul.

Scotty Mitchell 
Jimmy Papas, 
Reggie Lim
Initially bully Paul but 
come to respect him.

John & Nancy 
Crabbe
Paul’s parents; good 
amateur musicians; 
support Paul’s music 
studies and ambitions.

form the rock 
band Rough 
Stuff

comes to 
respect and 
love

love and 
support

reveals Keller’s 
past to

feels he has 
betrayed

initially 
adores and 
dreams 
about

loves

betrays

suspicious of
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