
NAJAF MAZARI was born in 1971 in a small village near 
Mazar-e-Sharif in northern Afghanistan. At the age of 12, he left 
school and, unbeknown to his parents, apprenticed himself to a 
master rugmaker. Thus began his love affair with rugs.

He fled Afghanistan in 2001 after being tortured, narrowly escaping 
certain death during the genocide of Hazara men and boys in Mazar-
e-Sharif carried out by the Taliban. Reluctantly leaving behind a 
young wife and six-month-old baby, he made the dangerous journey 
overland, eventually crossing the ocean in a leaky boat to the shores of 
Australia, where he ended up in the Woomera Detention Centre. After 
his release, he settled in Melbourne where he now owns a rug shop, 
selling traditional Afghan rugs.

His wife and daughter were finally given permission by the Australian 
government to join him in 2006 after almost six years’ separation. 
In April 2007, he was granted Australian citizenship.

ROBERT HILLMAN is a Melbourne-based writer of fiction 
and biography. His most recent biography, My Life as a Traitor, 
written with Zarha Ghahramani, came out in 2007 and appeared 
in numerous overseas editions the following year. His 2004 
autobiography, The Boy in the Green Suit, won the Australian 
National Biography Award for 2005.

His collaboration with Najaf Mazari on The Rugmaker of Mazar-e-

Sharif grew out of an abiding interest in the hardships and triumphs 
of refugees.
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But the real and lasting victories 

are those of peace, and not of war.

Emerson

Najaf Mazari & Robert Hillman
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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to all those people 

of Afghanistan who have lost so much 

in wars – their houses, their limbs and 

their lives – and to all people working for 

peace throughout the world.
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DISCLAIMER

The story told here is factual. Every care has been taken to verify 
names, dates and details throughout this book, but as much is 
reliant on memory, some unintentional errors may have occurred. 
On occasions, real names have been replaced with substitute 
names to protect people who remain in danger of recrimination. 
The behaviour and speech of each person in the book is accurate, 
regardless of any prudent disguise.

The Publishers assume no legal liability or responsibility for 
inaccuracies; they do, however, welcome any information that 
will redress them.
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