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SPELLING LISTS

TEST 4
1 biodegradable
2 debilitate
3 dilemma
4 extravagance
5 genre
6 ligament
7 ludicrous
8 meticulous
9 noxious
10 permissible
11 reciprocal
12 retribution
13 sensationalise
14 subsequent
15 supplement
16 tantalising
17 temperament
18 thermometer
19 thoroughfare
20 uncompromising

TEST 5
1 hereditary
2  imminent
3 imperceptible
4 infallible
5 lacerate
6 malnourished
7 miniature
8 parenthesis
9 repercussions
10 scrupulous
11 simultaneous
12 squeamish
13 succulent
14 synthesise
15 terminology
16 theoretical
17 therapeutic
18 treacherous
19 triumphant
20 vacillate

TEST 6
1 dysfunctional
2 loquacious
3 manoeuvre
4 martyr
5 mellifluous
6 minuscule
7 miscellaneous
8 nonchalant
9 ostentatious
10 ostracised
11 paraphernalia 
12 poignant
13 rancour
14 recalcitrant
15  superfluous
16 tenacious
17 translucent
18 trepidation
19 vengeance
20 scintillating

SPELLING TEST 1
1 As we packed for our hiking trip, we carefully 

considered our contingency plan.
2 The courageous adventurer fought her way 

through the jungle.
3 Our new disguise included a fake moustache  

and a wig.
4 In many countries, liver and brains are a great 

delicacy.
5 As I explained the problem with my car, I put a lot 

of emphasis on how quickly I needed it fixed.
6 I didn’t break the camera intentionally; it was 

just a terrible accident.
7 I’m allergic to artificial flavouring.
8 The frequency of Julian’s visits to his 

grandmother was decreasing.
9 Modern food is often a fusion of many different 

cuisines. 
10 Rebecca was disappointed by the amount of 

jargon included in the politician’s speech.
11 My favourite bedtime story when I was young was 

the legendary tale of Jason and the Argonauts.
12 The music festival merchandise included t-shirts, 

drink bottles and caps.
13 Only a few of the class studied for the test so, 

obviously, a lot of us failed. 
14 I don’t like to ask my brother questions about 

politics because he is too opinionated.
15 Next year, I am determined to stick to my New 

Year’s resolution.
16 An hour after the play, there was a solitary child 

left outside the school waiting to be collected.
17 We shouldn’t speculate about who will be elected 

school captains next year.
18 Will’s tactical error meant the other team scored 

the first goal of the match.
19 Ms Oi gave a tentative answer to our question 

about the fundraiser because the school hadn’t 
confirmed the date for the event.

20 Losing my phone was irritating, but it wasn’t a 
real tragedy.

SPELLING TEST 2
1 I was the only absentee from our class on the 

day of the test, so I had to sit it at lunchtime the 
next day.

2 Mr Zhou likes to test our listening 
comprehension in every Chinese lesson.

3 I was glad that the details of my illness were kept 
confidential.

4 Our school leaders are chosen through a 
completely democratic process.

5 I enjoy Mr McWilliam’s art classes because he tells 
us about the lives of really eccentric artists.

6 The oil spill in the gulf was an ecological disaster 
that would take years to clean up.

7 I can always gauge my big brother’s mood by the 
music he plays when he gets home.

8 Taking my new phone to the pool was an 
impulsive decision that I later regretted.

9 Dad asked me why I hadn’t rung my grandmother 
for a month, but I didn’t have a justifiable 
reason.

10 Since I have been using my laptop to take notes 
in class, my writing has become less legible.

11 We needed a little magnification to read the fine 
print at the bottom of the contract.

12 Forgetting to study for my English test was a 
monumental mistake.

13 The photography course included units on digital 
editing that I had already completed.

14 The correct procedure for starting the machinery 
was the first item in the safety briefing. 

15 The new maths teacher had very impressive 
qualifications.

16 My tennis racquet broke when I accidentally 
dropped it from the balcony. 

17 The remittance I gave my French conversation 
tutor was worth every cent.

18 Our schedule for the revision day is really tight.
19 The strategies I use to study in English are very 

different from the ones that work for me in maths. 
20 Having spent my weekend cleaning up my 

grandmother’s yard, I felt incredibly tired but also 
very virtuous.

SPELLING TEST 3
1 My first step in exam preparation is to 

consolidate my notes.
2 You can never really be sure who you are talking 

to in cyberspace. 
3 Ethan’s dedication to photography means he will 

probably have a long and successful career.
4 Even though I looked in several reference books I 

couldn’t find a definitive answer to my question.
5 Amy was called in to facilitate a meeting between 

the two arguing classmates.
6 With Mr Amici’s guidance I began to flourish in 

art classes.
7 Rashad showed his gratitude for his mother’s 

hard work by thanking her every day.
8 The refugee camp received a shipping container 

of humanitarian aid including blankets, tents and 
medical supplies.

9 Issy does not agree with my ideology, but she 
respects that I have strong beliefs.

10 Finn wanted to join the police force so he enjoyed 
learning about the judicial system.

11 Tam’s livelihood was threatened when the 
council banned her from selling fresh fruit at her 
farm gate.

12 The masquerade was brought to an end when 
Detective Brown discovered the truth about 
Harley’s past.

13 In many cultures, mythology plays an important 
role, particularly in art and literature. 

14 Paul’s only omission from the story was the 
exact cause of his accident.
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15 Freya’s perceptive response to the poem 
showed maturity and careful reading. 

16 If you choose to relinquish your title of Employee 
of the Month, you will have to go back to work at 
the drive-through.

17 Hot weather was the scourge of our ice-skating 
team.

18 Amelia wanted her formal dress to be elegant and 
sophisticated.

19 The stimulus we were given for our creative 
writing task was the first line of a popular song.

20 Our school is trying to be more environmentally 
sustainable this year by asking us to turn off all 
the lights when we leave a room. 

SPELLING TEST 4
1 Dad insists we only stock biodegradable plastic 

bags for our customers in the shop. 
2 The aim of the trap was to debilitate and not to 

injure the animals.
3 Our biggest dilemma was whether we should 

paint the house red or blue.
4 Having just spent a week working at the soup 

kitchen, Carl thought that getting a new phone 
was an extravagance.

5 Growing up, TJ’s favourite genre of fiction was 
fantasy.

6 Katie tore a ligament in her ankle when she fell 
down the stairs. 

7 The suggestion that we should have the 
assignment done in 24 hours was ludicrous.

8 You have to be meticulous to be a good 
technical illustrator.

9 The weed killer gave off a whole range of noxious 
gasses.

10 ‘It is not permissible to be late to my class,’ was 
Mrs Katz’s catchphrase.

11 We have a reciprocal arrangement with the local 
primary school; we use their tennis courts and 
they use our cricket nets.

12 When my brother broke my laptop, Mum made me 
promise I wouldn’t seek retribution. 

13 I don’t like to read magazines that 
sensationalise tragic events.

14 Because Sayuj did so well in the algebra test he 
was excused from any subsequent assessment 
on the topic. 

15 Tim decided to take private Chinese lessons to 
supplement what he was learning in class.

16 The display of cakes in the bakery window was 
tantalising.

17 Keenan’s mid-term report said that he had a calm 
and gentle temperament.

18 As the temperature rose that day, we went back 
to look at the thermometer every fifteen minutes.

19 Since Charles Street became a one-way street, 
our road has become the main thoroughfare for 
traffic in town.

20 Taylor was uncompromising in her training for 
athletics; she always gave it 100%.

SPELLING TEST 5
1 Zane was sure that being uncoordinated was 

hereditary because his whole family tripped over 
regularly. 

2 The crowd started surging towards the stage 
when the imminent arrival of the band was 
announced.

3 Xander’s changes to his dance routine were 
imperceptible to everyone except his teacher.

4 Emma felt infallible for the few brief seconds 
before she fell off the swing.

5 Instead of carefully carving perfect slices of lamb 
roast, Dean tended to lacerate it into oddly 
shaped chunks. 

6 The students were horrified by the graphic images 
of malnourished children in the desert.

7 The toy collector offered us a fortune for our 
mint-condition miniature train set.

8 Sally added, as a parenthesis, that she had 
loved every minute of the excursion.

9 When we failed to hand in our homework, we 
knew there would be repercussions.

10 Frankie was always scrupulous when it came to 
handling the donations for her church.

11 There were simultaneous parties in Echuca and 
Moama to celebrate the completion of the new 
bridge across the Murray River.

12 Excessively gory horror films always made Virginia 
feel squeamish.

13 The barbecue chicken had just been taken off the 
rotisserie, so it was incredibly hot and succulent.

14 Hamish struggled with everything in chemistry 
class except how to synthesise plastics.

15 Learning new terminology was Tyra’s favourite 
part of studying psychology.

16 The theoretical parts of Alisha’s art exam were 
not as difficult as she had anticipated.

17 As well as being delicious, the honey and lemon 
had therapeutic benefits for Nicki’s sore throat.

18 The young crew was challenged by the 
treacherous currents.

19 Finally triumphant, the team walked a slow lap 
of the stadium to soak up the applause of the 
crowd.

20 I thought I had made up my mind, but when I 
heard Andreas explain his point of view I began to 
vacillate.

SPELLING TEST 6
1 The organisation’s management team was so 

dysfunctional that the CEO fired everyone.
2 Harper’s loquacious nature made her the perfect 

candidate for the debating team.
3 The four-wheel drive was so big it was almost 

impossible to manoeuvre it into the car park.
4 When Marika volunteered to miss the party to look 

after her little sister, her mum told her that she 
didn’t need to be a martyr.

5 The choir’s mellifluous harmonies flowed through 
the hallways.

6 My big sister’s writing is so minuscule I need a 
magnifying glass to read it.

7 When we moved house we had over a dozen 
boxes labelled ‘miscellaneous’ and had no idea 
what was in any of them.

8 Caleb’s nonchalant attitude to study meant he 
wasn’t well prepared for his final exams.

9 Georgie’s ostentatious new earrings were 
noticed by everyone the minute she walked into 
the room.

10 We are all very careful to make sure no-one in our 
team feels ostracised.

11 Gran has an attic filled with all kinds of quirky 
knitting paraphernalia. 

12 The coverage of the accident provided a 
poignant reminder that we should always wear 
bike helmets.

13 Even though the opposition had demolished us 
without mercy, our rancour subsided when they 
shared their post-match pizzas.

14 Yolanda was the least recalcitrant member of our 
class; she always did exactly what the teachers 
asked her to do.

15 The superfluous food from the cake sale was 
donated to the local homeless shelter.

16 To succeed in professional sport, Tony knew he 
would have to be diligent and tenacious.

17 The butterfly’s wings shimmered with a 
translucent blue sheen as moved it through the 
sunlit valley.

18 I stepped into the thick mud of the creek bed with 
enormous trepidation.

19 Thankfully, when I accidentally broke her tennis 
racquet, Katia had no desire to seek vengeance.

20 The new 3D documentary about llamas is the 
most scintillating film I have ever seen.

SPELLING TEST ANSWERS
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ANSWERS

13 Give half a mark for each correct answer.

Sentence Subordinating 
connective

Coordinating 
connective

I will ring you when 
I have finished my 
homework.

✓

The players were proud 
of  each other although 
they had lost the game.

✓

14 There are many possible answers; give half a 
mark for each correct response. Sample answer:

Word Synonym

broad wide

elaborate detailed

15 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a independence
 b patience
16 Give half a mark for each correct answer.

Adverb Adverb of 
manner

Adverb of 
time

Adverb of 
place

everywhere ✓

earlier ✓

17 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a Jihan and his sisters  ride  to school every day  

 in a big bike convoy.
 b I’m not sure if cockroaches or spiders  are  a  

 worse thing to find in your lunch.
18 b Whenever she went sailing in the evenings, her  

 dad would come too.
19 The zoo keeper, having had a mishap with a bear, 

wouldn‘t go back into the enclosure.
20 Give half a mark for each two verbs.
 a After a long match, the tennis players  retreated  

 to the house and  rested  in the lounge.
 b As soon as the news  emerged,  everybody  

 congratulated  each other with joy and   
 happiness.

21 Give half a mark for each correct answer. Accept 
either he or she as a replacement for the coach.

 The swimmers waited patiently for their coach to 
tell them which lanes to swim in. He/she reminded 
the swimmers about the race plan.

22 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a The  largest of Eddie’s pet iguanas  is nearly a  

 metre long.
 b The customer ordered a  double espresso with  

 three sugars.
23 Give half a mark for each correct answer. There 

are many possible answers; give credit for any 
reasonable correct response that does not 
contain a verb. Sample answer:

 a The students pushed their chairs under their  
 desks.

 b In the orchard, fruit was rotting on the ground.
24 There are many possible answers; give credit for 

any reasonable correct response that includes 
both a conjunction and appropriate punctuation. 

 Sample answer: I generally like vegetables but I 
think asparagus is vile.

25 Give half a mark for each correct answer. Credit 
either man or that man for b.

 a Mum  would never leave me by myself in the  
 house at night.

 b What is that  man  shouting about?
26 Give half a mark for each correct answer.

Explanation True False

The word jovial means to be jolly 
and merry.

✓

The word idyllic means to admire 
somebody.

✓

27 Give half a mark for each correct answer. 
 a Jade was unsure who she should invite to the  

 party.
 b Noor, with whom I went to primary school, is  

 still my best friend.
28 Give half a mark for each correct answer. Phoebe 

knew that  a  kangaroo was fast but she didn’t 
expect that it could pass  an  old ute on the dirt 
road.

29 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a omission
 b embarrassment
30 Give half a mark for each correct answer. There 

are many possible answers; give credit for any 
reasonable correct response that adds words 
before and after the noun. Sample answer:

Noun Noun phrase

vase the fragile vase on my mother’s table

shed the ramshackle shed by the sea

31 Accept answers that use either names or 
pronouns. Give half a mark for each required 
pronoun and verb pair that need to be changed 
(underlined below).  
Sample answer: He doesn’t find it difficult to 
make new friends, although he does get nervous 
meeting new people.

32 Give half a mark for a correct semicolon and half 
a mark for the comma.

 I love history and PE; my best friend prefers 
science, English and French.

33 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a Nic should have been playing soccer in the  

 same team as Tim.
 b When she was in primary school Micki  

 used to be interested in sports journalism.
34 Give half a mark for each correct part of the 

answer.
 My  mum’s car needs tuning so badly you can 

hear  it  coming from the end of the street.
35 Give half a mark each for correct use of 

conjunction and/or punctuation. There are many 
possible answers; give credit for any reasonable 
correct response. Sample answer:

 Abbey studies complex geometry; however, 
Xander is more interested in history.

36 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a In the five minutes before the bell went for  

 recess,  I managed to finish all my work.
 b Cancelling the match wasn’t an option for  

 Danni,  even during the downpour.
37

Sentence Compound 
sentence

Complex 
sentence

Carrie, who had been in 
France for a year, came home 
early and surprised us.

✓

The canteen ran out of pies 
so we all had to eat sausage 
rolls instead.

✓

38 Give half a mark for the commas and half a mark 
for the semicolon.

 At the barbecue we served a range of sausages, 
including pork, lamb and beef; we also had 
chicken wings and lentil burgers with hummus.

39 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a Mack was the  heir  to an enormous fortune,  

 but he really enjoyed his career as a  martial  
 arts instructor.

 b Iris knew that the  cereal  trail on the kitchen  
 floor  led  to where her brother was hiding.

40 Give half a mark for each correct part of the 
answer.

 When I  want to go shopping  by myself I
 have to travel  by bus.

Short-answer Test 5 
1 Give half a mark for two correct labels.
 While on safari in Kenya the excitement

 mounted as we came closer to the pride of

 lions near the waterhole.

2 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a If she can, she will attempt that challenge; if  

 possible, you should support her.
 b Come round tomorrow; I will have the money  

 ready for you.
3 I decided to go to the library,  even though  

Mum told me not to,  so I could study for the 
maths test.

4 Give half a mark for each correct answer.

Adverb Adverb of 
manner

Adverb of 
time

Adverb of 
place

Adverb of 
frequency

usually ✓

yesterday ✓

5 Give half a mark for each correct pronoun.
 As the footballers boarded the bus, our teacher, 

Mr Walsh, told them to put their boots in the 
racks. He advised them to rest and prepare 
mentally for the match ahead.

6 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 I was so excited to be a special  guest  at the 

presentation night that I bought a new pair of 
shoes to  complement  my dress.

7 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
Explanation True False

The word liaison means contact or 
connection.

✓

To flounder is to travel quickly 
through water.

✓

8 There are many possible answers; give credit 
for any reasonable response with correct use of 
conjunction and punctuation. Sample answer:

 The cast list was posted on the noticeboard but  
I didn’t get a role.

9 a to apologise
 b to frighten
10 Give half a mark for each of the two required 

semicolons.
 Kit contributed to his tennis team’s success by 

bringing oranges, apples and nuts to games; 
calling everyone before a match to make sure 
they had their uniform, racquet and water bottles 
ready; and supporting his team-mates.

11 Give half a mark for each pair of correct 
synonyms.

 exceptional soak
 painstaking extraordinary
 colossal careful
 infuse  gigantic
12 There are many possible answers; give half a 

mark for each correct response. Sample answer:
Word Antonym

difficult easy

near far

P

CL

CM

A
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13 Give half a mark for each correct answer that 
included both dashes.

 a The addition to the zoo – a new baby   
 elephant calf – looked likely to bring in the  
 tourists.

 b It was windy, rained heavily and hailed –  
 even though sunshine had been forecast –  
 so the cricket match was abandoned.

14 Give half a mark for each correct answer.

Sentence Subordinating 
connective

Coordinating 
connective

I really enjoyed the 
festival even though it 
rained all day.

✓

They decided to go 
home because the 
queue was so long.

✓

15 There are many acceptable answers; give 
full marks to responses that add appropriate 
descriptors both before and after the noun, half 
marks to either before or after. 

Noun Noun phrase

dog the old temperamental dog with wiry fur

magazine the online magazine about fashion

16 Answers may vary; give half a mark for each 
suitable answer.

 a As they sped by, the cyclists narrowly avoided  
 the cheering crowds.

 b An excursion to an old hedge maze was   
 organised by the holiday program.

17 discontent
18 There are many acceptable answers; give credit 

for any reasonable correct response. Sample 
answer:

 My birthday wishlist is very short: a backpack, 
some books and a new bike.

19 a to agonise
 b to authorise
20 Give half a mark for each correct answer, with half 

a mark for question a only if both choices are 
correct.

 a The dog liked  its  bed but it liked  its  owner’s  
 bed better.

 b ‘I think you will find,’ said Selina, ‘that the  
 chocolate is just for  me.’

21 Order of clauses may vary. Sample answer:  
Parents used to dread homework time because 
students did not want to complete homework 
tasks until teachers began to incorporate more 
use of technology in homework tasks.

22 Various answers are acceptable. Give credit for 
responses that use colons correctly and remove 
the quotation marks. Sample answer:

 AMELIA: Why did you just call me Carla?  
SHOP ASSISTANT: Isn’t that what your mother just 
called you?

 AMELIA: No. Mum said my friend was in the car 
park.

23 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a By the end of the month,  Louise was surprised  

 to discover that she had saved fifty dollars.
 b Thuy’s missing sock and car keys were  

 behind the couch with her kitten.
24 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a There were many disturbances during  the  

 night, such as cars beeping and people   
 shouting outside.

 b My favourite film ends with  a  showdown  
 between supervillains who almost destroy  
 New York.

25 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 Miss Wileman couldn’t remember the phone 

number for the zoo, then her phone wouldn’t 
work properly.

26 Give one full mark only for changing both verbs.
 Samira thought carefully and took her time 

finishing her homework.
27 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a one avocado, two  avocados
 b one DVD, two  DVDs
28 Give half a mark for each correct answer.

Explanation True False

To be concurrent means you don’t 
believe popular opinion.

✓

To be cohesive means to be united. ✓

29 There are many acceptable answers. Sample 
answer:

 The new restaurant, which served organic vegan 
food, was fully booked.

30 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
Explanation True False

Prepositions describe verbs. ✓

Adjectives describe nouns. ✓

31 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 We tried to explain that  it’s  not the right way to 

go about getting a job, but Anton is adamant that  
he’s  following the right procedure.

32 Give one mark for each correct answer.
 a The fans were incredibly excited about the  

 arrival of the boy band. A

 b The exam results were posted online. P

33 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 Vinh  really  loved riding the enormous roller-

coaster; he always screamed  loudly  as it went 
down the biggest dip.

34 Give half a mark for each correct answer.

Sentence Personal 
pronoun

Relative
pronoun

Possessive
pronoun

Laura, who is my 
best friend, has just 
bought a new car.

✓

It was the first time 
they had brought 
their new baby to 
our house.

✓

35 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a Mia had always wanted to be a vet; she   

 loved all kinds of animals.
 b I ate the last chocolate in the box; Cain was  

 really upset that there were none left.
36 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 Cahlia’s brother always takes  his  teddy bear to 

daycare even though  it’s  really tatty.
37 There are many acceptable answers; give 

full marks to responses that add appropriate 
descriptors both before and after the noun, half 
marks to either before or after.

Noun Noun phrase

image the high resolution image of flowers

notebook an old paper notebook without lines

38 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 When the bell  rings  at the end of the 

day, everyone in our class  wants to leave  
immediately.

39 There are many possible answers; give credit for 
either a name or a pronoun. Sample answer: 

 She spent the whole day at her computer 
yesterday.

40 Give half a mark each for correctly placing one 
semicolon and one comma.

 Ingrid doesn’t eat any meat, fish or dairy 
products; her sister doesn’t eat wheat or peanuts.

Short-answer Test 6
1 Give half a mark for each correct pair of dashes.
 a The new science teacher – who had an   

 impeccable record – made great progress in  
 her first term.

 b Crime – which costs society millions of dollars  
 each year – must be reduced.

2 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a You have heard  about  what happened last  

 night, haven’t you?
 b Don’t worry. Everything will be all right  in  the  

 end.
3 Give half a mark for each correct verb change.
 Even though he painted very carefully, he still 

made quite a mess!
4 Give half a mark for each correct answer. Georgie 

quickly  grabbed Bailey’s hand as she  slowly 
started to step out on to the road.

5 There are many possible answers; give one mark for 
any reasonable response that includes a conjunction 
and correct punctuation. Sample answer:

 My friends are going on the school’s cricket camp 
but I decided not to go.

6 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a Our English teacher  always gave us  

 well-written sample essays.
 b Dominic  really enjoyed collecting  

 rare and vintage footy cards.
7 Give half a mark for each correct answer.

Sentence Personal 
pronoun

Relative
pronoun

Possessive
pronoun

Their clothes and 
shoes are all over 
the floor again!

✓

The person who just 
texted me was my 
best friend.

✓

8 There are many possible answers; give credit for 
any reasonable response. Sample answer:

 My new computer, which has twice the memory of 
my last one, was very expensive.

9 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a documentary
 b excellence
10 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a reasonable
 b disposable
11 There are many possible answers; award half 

a mark for each reasonable response. Sample 
answers:

 a I put the groceries away in the cupboard.
 b I left my maths book in my locker.
12 In the fight against crime, the  superhero  had 

won the battle but not the war.
13 Give half a mark for each correct answer.

Explanation True False

To be profound is to be deep or 
intense.

✓

The word insatiable describes 
somebody who cannot sit down.

✓

14 Give half a mark for each correct answer.
 a Before  rehearsals, the cast drank hot honey  

 and lemon drinks.
 b Jay locked his diary  in  the cupboard so that  

 his sister wouldn’t find it.


