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WEEK 11

CHAPTER VII: WARRIORS OF THE MISTT iana stared at the shadowy figures stationed around the arena. Even 

through the dimly lit room she could see them slither and swell, ready 

to attack at any moment. She remained perched on the bar beam that 

hung from the roof of the arena and assessed the situation before her. 

The Royal Guards had all been struck down in the surprise attack by 

the Warriors of the Mist, and there was no-one else to help her. If she 

wanted to return to her people, she would have to find a way to outsmart 

her adversaries. 
She counted seven but knew there could be more lurking in the darker 

regions of the arena. The Warriors of the Mist thrived in darkness. And 

now that the curtain of night had fallen, they were at their most powerful. 

Tiana’s only hope was to expose them to their one weakness: sunlight. 

Unsheathing a dagger from her belt, Tiana stood, her cat-like eyes 

focused on the largest warrior she could see. She inhaled deeply and 

jumped, her powerful legs propelling her to her target. If her plan worked 

she would be the first of her name to defeat the legendary Warriors of  

the Mist. If she failed, then her life, her family and her country would  

be doomed. 

1 What type of text is shown above? 
 informative   creative   persuasive2 Provide a short summary of the events of the chapter extract.  

3 Given the context (situation), what do you think the word ‘adversaries’ might mean?4 List two of the actions Tiana performs in the chapter extract. 
a 

b 

5 What is the phrase ‘the curtain of night had fallen’ an example of? 
 a metaphor   a simile   onomatopoeia 

DAY 5

S
H

O
R

T
 
S

T
O

R
Y

 
E

X
T

R
A

C
T

Setting the scene
Every story takes place somewhere. Setting the scene for a story involves choosing a place and time and using descriptions to help readers picture the scene. Settings give readers clues about what sort of story they can expect; for example, you may expect a story set in an Australian classroom to be quite different from a story set on an alien planet. 

In this unit you will learn:
 ◆ why settings are important in writing
 ◆ about stories told through art
 ◆ how characters’ moods affect their descriptions of settings ◆ how to use hyphens and dashes.

Read the following extracts.

The Drover’s Wife
The two-roomed house is built of round timber, slabs, and stringy-bark, and floored with split slabs. A big bark kitchen standing at one end is larger than the house itself, veranda included. Bush all around – bush with no horizon, for the country is flat. No ranges in the distance. The bush consists of stunted, rotten native apple-trees. No undergrowth. Nothing to relieve the eye, save the darker green of a few she-oaks which are sighing above the narrow, almost waterless creek. Nineteen miles to the nearest sign of civilisation – a shanty on the main road. The drover, an ex-squatter, is away with sheep. His wife and children are left here alone. Four ragged, dried-up-looking children are playing about the house. Suddenly one of them yells: ‘Snake! Mother, here’s a snake!’

The gaunt, sun-browned bush woman 
dashes from the kitchen, snatches her baby 
from the ground, holds it on her left hip, and reaches for a stick.

‘Where is it?’

‘Here! Gone in the wood-heap,’ yells the eldest boy – a sharp-faced urchin of eleven. 
‘Stop there, mother! I’ll have him. Stand back! I’ll have the beggar!’

‘Tommy, come here, or you’ll be bit. Come here at once when I tell you, you little wretch!’
The youngster comes reluctantly, carrying a stick bigger than himself. Then he yells, 

triumphantly: ‘There it goes – under the house!’ and darts away with club uplifted. At the same time the big, black, yellow-eyed dog-of-all-
breeds, who has shown the wildest interest in the proceedings, breaks his chain and rushes after that snake. He is a moment late, however, and his nose reaches the crack in the slabs just as the end of its tail disappears. Almost at the same moment the boy’s club comes down and skins the aforesaid nose. Alligator takes small notice of this, and proceeds to undermine the building; but he is subdued after a struggle and chained up. They cannot afford to lose him.

The drover’s wife makes the children 
stand together near the dog-house while she watches for the snake. 

Henry Lawson, 1892
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For example: travel guide watch

Stylish pair  

of knee-high  

boots,  

unworn.  

 Developing   
writers add detail 

with simple 
adjectives.

Good 
writers add detail 

with interesting 
adjectives.

Adding detail by using adjectives

When you are describing things, you need adjectives to make them clearer and tell the reader 

more about them.

1  Write down as many words as you  

can to describe the people and things  

in the picture. 

2  Advertisements use a variety of positive adjectives. If you are selling something, 

you need to say how good your item is so that people will buy it. Choose appropriate 

adjectives from the box below to improve these descriptions. 

real dark brand-new    clever    useful coloured top-quality cold

a  skateboarding shoes. 

 Light  suede. Size 8.

b  guide to Turkey.

c  One    watch. 

 Modern-style,  face.

3  Write advertisements for three things  

that you might want to sell.
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Avoid using simple words such as good, bad or nice. Take time to think of a precise, interesting word to help the reader imagine what you are describing.
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Now  
answer 

these 
questions.

gnarled       geese       

frightened       Harry       

airport      

grey         five       

triangular       coach       

phone

1.1: Nouns and adjectives

1  Sort these words into the correct boxes. 

Nouns Adjectives

 

2  What type of word is the word in bold in this sentence?

The car drove down the bumpy road.    

   bumpy is used as an 

3  What type of word is the word in bold in this sentence?

There was an open door.       

   door is used as a 

 

4  What type of word is the word in bold in this sentence?

 The tourists found the country fascinating. 

   fascinating is used as an 

5   In each of these sentences, underline the noun and circle the adjective.

a The  lazy  courier  never  came. 

b An  old  bus  broke  down. 

c The  silly  boy  shouted  loudly.

d A  frightened  rabbit  looked  around  warily.

6  In the boxes below, write N if the word is a noun or A if the word is an adjective.

The hungry wolf  circled the sleeping camp, looking for the weakest youngster.  

Can you find adjectives that describe the quantity, quality, size, age, shape, colour, place of  

origin or purpose of  each of  the following nouns? 

  houses

  men 

  cars 

  teachers 

  pilots

  boxes
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/1

(1 mark)

/1

(1 mark)

/1

(1 mark)

/4

(1 mark for 

each line)

/5

(1 mark each)

/22

TOTAL

/10

(1 mark each)
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Activity 1
Practise an

d Achieve B
ook 1 

1.1 Nouns and adjectives, pp.6–7
The most difficult activity  

for me today was 

My ability to focus today was  

HIGH
LOW

MEDIUM

Activity 2
Writing Ski

lls Book 1 

Adding detail by using adjectives, p.12

Activity 3
English Ski

lls 7 

Unit 14: Setting the scene, pp.106–108

Read the two passages and 

answer the questions. 

Extension: Identify all the 

adjectives used in the text 

extracts. 

Activity 4
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age Practic
e Book 1 

Week 11, Day 1
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Activity 1
Writing Ski

lls Book 1 

Adding detail by using adjectives, p.13

The most difficult activity  

for me today was 

My ability to focus today was  

HIGH
LOW

MEDIUM

Activity 2
English Ski

lls 7 

Unit 14: Setting the scene, pp.109–110

Draw on your work on 

adjectives to complete the 

scenario description.
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e Book 1 

Week 11, Day 2
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Activity 1
Writing Ski

lls Book 1 

Adding detail by using adjectives, p.14

The most difficult activity  

for me today was 

My ability to focus today was  

HIGH
LOW

MEDIUM

Activity 2
English Ski

lls 7 

Unit 14: Setting the scene, p.111

Activity 3
Daily Langu

age Practic
e Book 1 

Week 11, Day 3
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Activity 1
Writing Ski

lls Book 1 

Adding detail by using adjectives, p.15

The most difficult activity  

for me today was 

My ability to focus today was  

HIGH
LOW

MEDIUM

Activity 2

English Ski
lls 7 

Unit 14: Setting the scene, p.112;  

choose text creation option 1 or option 2

Draw on your work on 

adjectives and imaginative 

writing.  

Extension: Complete both 

text creation activities.

Activity 3
Daily Langu

age Practic
e Book 1 

Week 11, Day 4
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Activity 1
Practise an

d Achieve B
ook 1 

2.1 Capital letters, pp.26–27

The most difficult activity  

for me today was 

My ability to focus today was  

HIGH
LOW

MEDIUMActivity 2
English Ski

lls 7 

Unit 14: Setting the scene, p.113

Draw on your work on 

adjectives to describe the 

image.

Activity 3
Daily Langu

age Practic
e Book 1 

Week 11, Day 5

Extension: Write an 

additional paragraph for 

the text extract. Does 

Tiana succeed or fail in her 

mission?
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